SOME RECENT DISCOVERIES IN NORTH BIHAR 


By 
Professor Radhakrishna Chowdhary 


I 
Bahera Excavations 


Mithila, the land of hoary antiquity and unbroken cultural continuity, 
has yet remained outside the pale of archaeological survey, Mithila pos- 
sessed and still possesses some very important archaeological and historical 
sites, though most of them have been denuded by the ravages of the fero- 
cious rivers like Kosi, Balana, Kamla, Gandaka, Bagmati and others. 
The ignorance of the local people has played no insignificant part in their 
destruction. Invaluable objects of immense antiquarian value from 
Mahiši, ASurgarh, Patuāhā, Balirājagarh, Jayamanglagarh, Naulagarh, 
Kandaha, Birpur and others, have been discovered and destroyed. 
Images have been dug out and sold. Coins have been used for ornamental 
purposes, Even a cursory glance over the Mithilā-Māhātmya will reveal 
to us the actual number of important archaeological sites. Even as late as 
the thirteenth century of the Christian erā, there were various towns of 
importance in Mithilā as is evident from the account ofa Tibetan traveller 
Dharmasvami and the writings of Chandeévara’ and Jyotirīsvara. The 

Karņātast were the last independent Hindu rulers of Mithila and they had 

to bear the brunt of Muslim invasion both from the east and the west 

and naturally they had to shift their headquarters in accordance with 
the time and circumstances. Such places and villages yet preserve the 

Memories of those kings and I am confident that tradition supported by 

archaeological excavations will give out the truth,” 

anks to the untiring labour and undaunted courage of Dr. Brajkishore 
arma, a leading Maithili writer and critic, we have at our disposal some 


Xcavated 


Of ep ne Sites of ancient Mithila which call for special study at the hands 
Specialists. T 


any, personally visited these excavated sites on the lst of 
m 1955 and examined the finds. It is true that these sites have not 
Plate БЕЛ ‘scriptional evidence, but the brick-temple structure (Vide— 


R й ; indi hat these 
Sites p. ^ 20d other accompanying finds sufficiently indicate t 
“long to Period between 13th and 15th century A.D. The lack of 


Tat My article. « 1 ff; Upendra 
Hi The Kamdtas of Mithila’ in the ABORI—XXXV. 91 ff; Up 
“Story of M ithila” леша ) Chapter У. 
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i cavators must have account m 
funds and absence of skilled exca : "edd ed for the loss 
f some very valuable things which, possibly, did not seem į 
0 


the amateurs, but even then, the existing structure is sufficic 
çe out a case. 
police station of the Sadar Subdivision of the 
Darbhanga. The whole village is dotted with mounds. Within а radius 
of fifteen to twenty miles there are no less than fifteen mounds Of consider. 
able importance and some of them are associated with the ancient Buddhist 
sites. Some metal images of the Pāla period were discovered long long ago 
and only a few years back two punchmarked coins were also discovered 
(Vide—Plate-PAC—Coins Nos 1. and 2). The destructive agency has 
worked in such a break-neck speed that it is now difficult to bring out 
reality, in its correct perspective, from the limbo of oblivion. A brief 
account of the excavations, conducted under the guidance of Dr. Varma, 
is given below. Я | 
(1) Mound or НАІНАТТА Devi: There is an image of Haihatta 
Devi bearing inscription.? The village is known as Havi Dih. The trans- 
cription of the inscription, supplied to me by Dr. Varma, gives an al- 
together different reading, noted below, of the last line. Line 4 of the 
published text is missing in this transcription and the fourth and the 


nt to enable 


district of 


fifth line are as follows гава Seg ЯТ Раат wat aft гата fafgar | 3 


Sth line (New) angamiza” 
There is a temple of Laksmīnārāyaņa at Havidih and the following 
illegible transcription has been supplied to me by Dr. Varma— 
wa aaa: 
Ption of Havipattan; 
An image of Durga was discovered here. 

The site of the present excavation. . 
All these places are associated with 
the legendary king Harwa who is 
said to have fought against LoRIKA 
of the famous Lorika ballad 


Hāvidih is only a corru 
(2) Kantau Din: 
(3) Baranr Варна: 
(4) KoRHANSGARH 
(5) SAsanDIH - 
(6) STABLE ов Raja HARWA 
(7) Harem or Raya HARWA 
(8) AMINISTRATIVE CENTRE 
(9) BATTLE-FiELD 

The folk- 


ite our Curiosity to go into further details м 
cople of that area still cling to these legen 


«K. Choudh Im Q 

„> Here we hı gm ‘Inscriptions о Bihar” 7 Е 

ng Narasi Koks to bear in mind that Sauli ; Р. 125, No. F. n of Karnita 
eva, ——, agya Devi was the Quee 


Ū.n, Rg, 3 


MPortant to 8 


PAC—Coin Nos. 1 & 2 are from Baherā (Darbhanga) 
Coin Nos. 3 to 9 are from Patuaha (Saharsa) 
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a lenaciously that it is difficult to disbelieve them outright. rija folk songs, 
“lated with different stata of lower class people, are as follows : 


SONGS EE 
(i) Lorika бора 

(ii) Salhešat Dusadha 
(iii) Naika Teli 

(v) Balarama Kibati 
(г) Dinabhadri Mes 
(vi) Sashia IE 


In course of the excavation, 


—————— 
: TAT # їч; #ПРєк—Һһауе 
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(vii) Gopithakur Barhi 
(viii) Dayalasimha Malāha 
(іх) Naika-Banjara Bania 


(x) Kumar Brjbhàna & Ката ^ Malàha 


The Lorika gives the following boundary of Mithila— 


(B) Description of the Mounds 2 
These sites, under review, are situated on the confluence of the rivers, 
Balana and Jibachha. The famous ‘Rajokhari’®, of Šivasirhha's fame, is. 


situated at a distance of only six miles from these sites and so also is another 3 
important mound Borāmdih.* The excavations at Bahera (also called 4, 
Chaugāmā) were carried out in the months of October and November | 
1954 by Dr. Varma. Pandit Harischandra Misra, Sri М. К. Varma and the |? 
writer of these lines visited the spot in January 1955 and we made a care- _ 
ful study of the excavated sites, the results of which are given below. jî 


Three mounds were taken up for excavation : 


Mound No.!: 3 
Length from east to west 120 ft. 
Breadth from north to south 100 ft. 
Height 22 ft. 


This mound was fully and carefully excavated. Due to the ignorance 
of the excavators, proper stratification could not be done and recorded 
with the result that the finds have lost much.of their archaeological value. 


the remains ofa temple came to be discovered. 


The temple was in a perfect state of preservation. Only the roof of the 
been collected, by my wife Smt. Shanti Devi and 


Sri Benode Bihari Varma, fi ollcctcd 
es and I hope to publish qs ior me. These songs have been с 


raft TĪRA atx 
am fied faye ee 


my brother-in-law, 
from various sourc 


о have been dug by Sivasir: - 187 
area, there arc NE Бу Sivasirhha (Cf. ТА-ХТУ. 187) 


|: 
; 


7 
2 Vou хи! 
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je could not found раса The appearance of 

ed that it was destroyed by some agency as the c 
Я image of the temple was missing while Pene рр зая 
Nala, «с, were there. The іппег apartment of the temple was 7 x7 ft. and 
the depth of the temple went to the length of 15 ft. below, after which 
there Was only virgin soil. Thus the temple stood at a distance of 15 ft. 
above from the virgin soil. The outline of the temple is evident from 
the sketch (vide—Plate—BE-2). Altars, made of bricks and stones, were 
discovered from the ruins and also an image of Vārāha in black stone. . 


the temple structure 


` There are fine artistic designs on the brick pillars. 


The temple structure is in keeping with the designs and details, pres- 
cribed in our ancient texts on temple architecture. The Purāņic details 


' have been critically maintained by the architect here in this case. Temples 


were erected here and there by persons for attaining religious merits and 
before a temple was constructed, specialists in this branch were consulted 
Even the medieval digest writers including Vidyāpati have devoted 
their attention to this problem. The idealist concept of Garbha-griha, as 
outlined in the Hindu Temple by Stella Kramrisch, seems to have been 
followed by the artists who erected the temple at Baherā. It is true that 
the artistic flavour of earlier temples is not there. The reason is not far 
to seek. We know that after 1000 A.D., art tended to become stereotyped 
and the formulae became too rigid to allow very much initiative to the 
individual artists. In that sense, the images and structures of the Karnata | 
period of Mithila seem to be monotonous and uninspiring. The Karnatas 
had not the leisure to devote all round attention to this side and hence 
the monotony. 

The discovery of a temple at Bahera should be taken as a unique find 
in North Bihar. No temple structure has yet been discovered in North 
Bihar except the one mentioned by Spooner. Spooner’s discovery in 
Манан led him to propound а theory of the Tirhut temple type. If we 
View this discovery in that background, it would not be unwise to suggest 
that the discovery of Bahera temple in the very heart of Mithila is re- 
markable. A study of the whole area reveals to us that it was once the 
Capital of some Karņāta ruler, who possibly shifted to this place and 
along with a temporary capital, they also erected a temple, which was 
demolished by enemies, Just in and around the area, there were burial 
Sounds which were considered sacred by the Muslim populace there. | 

: general conclusion сап, be that the Muslims, during the yaja А 
ана Victorious campaign, destroyed these sites and ораев м не 

nghold there. Even today, Bahera is inhabited by a large number 0 

"slim population, 
абс above, the temple is constructed in d 
deva) hs for the same. In the centre was the main БОС | im 
M this presumption is based on the fact that an imag 


dance with rituals 
(possibly Maha- 
of Ganesa 
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In front of the temple just after the entrar et, 

was found there. ting as a base for the lower roof Containin he й 

r pillars acti ast i n 
were four pil -deities within the precinct. а is tem les aterm ў 
ps АТ the ruins of the secon LH ў do not giye аў i 
йкы rchitectural design. Temple arc Itecture foun avon, 
ести Mithila Dr. Spooner characterised them as “the Ticha 
with the rulers ef ; [ск те to Spooner, the Tirhut type Was utilitarian 
types of Temples E small square room to contain the image with , 
а к, кы Tirhut type stood for perfectly plain and undeco. 
narrow portico. T | is of a study of some important temples of Tirhut, 
нача "E n it "marked the utmost culmination of temple 
Spooner observe ha Gh ee Чы, 
шайы" illustrating the development о i y. 
finds from the Mound No. 1 are: 


Temples, Altars, Pillars Nala, Jaladhari, potsherds and pottery 
— temples, , Й 


f sto | 
CES. decorated bricks, Incense bur ner etc, Asana made о ne, 
pie , 


Gaņeša & Vārāha etc. 


was found along with the Jalaģharī. 
(г) The most im 


- These two decorat 


У t 
ed bricks are rare in the дей 
i iti i i nce. 
finds, Tam not in a position to assess their actual importa 
e ZBORS— Pp. 121-134 
“С.р. College В lleti 4 
* JASB XXI" el AS Series No, 1, 


Р. 171 fr. A i to” 
2 number of Photographs in this article, I am obliged 
āhityaratna, of the local Chitrakala Studiio. 


А A ketches 'and 
T1 Kunja еБагі Sharma, 5 


Гіс. BE-3—Mahadeva 


Fic. BE-4—Varaha 


| 
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yo ?' formed by my esteemed friend, Dr. V. S, Agrawal of the 
"University, that such types of bricks have recently been 


at Dehradun. 


Jam! 
Hindu 


discovered 


ound No. А did пої yield anything valuable except a few pottery 
This noun seems to have been totally robbed off. The mound reveals 
the ш nature of. destruction wrought-by the enemies. While the 

a was protected, others were left in lurch. Ashes and human 
ii been discovered. The layers show different strata and it appears 


mained in occupation. continuously till the 14th century, 


temple 2 
bones have 


at the area те 
D it was deserted for good. T i 
wi The whole area calls for a more scientific study on the basis ofarchaeo- 


logical excavations, Only after the scientific excavations of all themounds, 
it will be possible to evaluate their historical significance. The finds, 
hitherto discovered, prove unmistakably that it was an important centre 
of the Karnatas of Mithila. Since they were hemmed in by Muslim 
powers all round, it was only natural for them to maintain so many places 
as their capitals, The present site seems to be one of such places. Bahera 
lay on the route! from. Motihāri to Purnea and hence its importance. 
Even in such temporary capitals, the temple was a necessity; I am 
inclined to believe that during the reign of Sakrasirhhadeva, the Karņātas 
of Mithila shifted their capital to this side of Tirhutand it was surrounded 
an all sides by small rivers. Šakrasirhha is the traditional founder of 
modern Sakuri on the Darbhangā-Nirmali section. of the North-edstern 
Railway. The Haihatta Devi image inscription lends support to my 
supposition, Local legends state that Gangadeva had his citadel at Laherā 
чк 4 village in Bahera Police Station. Harasimhapur is said to have 
ion € capital of the Karņātas and Lehrā is associated with Šivasiriha. 
the ās further reveal to us that in matters of art and architecture, 
Ше ба аў AA and kept up the traditions of the Palas. All 
Tite RR F ms stone and the plastic representation. of the Vārāha 
examples й | < got a fine polish. It can. be taken as one of the finest 
examples of i Plastic art. The Bheet-Bhagwānpur finds are the living 
оаа . artistic activities of the Karņātas. The door frames of 
temnants of th A speak of the magnificent building architecture. The 
Чоп was late tn, amata art are found all over Mithilā and their tradi- 
andāhā door oe by the Oinwāras as will be evident from the 
mes and broken stone pieces of Chandi-Asthana,1! 


Ug, 
ча Су My fort i | 
of party recent SIRE Book— History of Muslim Rule in Tirhut (1200-1765) 
1958, va YE been ‘un ‘sited village Baur in the district of Darbhanga where some relics 
› When th earthed. The Village was under Koši for the last ten years and in 
ded and the area was thought under cultivation, these relics 


© Hood гесе, 


їп ties й 
» Stone Ср akki ае of digging. Golden bangles, silver ornaments, stone imple- 
» Deng sized bricks, pottery ріесез апа one seal; said to be inscribed 


| 
i 
| 
| 
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The newly discovered Pala images from Birpur 


Birpur and Baraipura, about twelve miles north of Beg 
yiclded some very useful finds of the Pala period in recent times, Amon 
the various archaeological sites of N orth Monghyr, Birpur is one and recent 
discovery over there confirms this view. The whole area is dotted with: 
mounds and if excavated and studied carefully, interesting finds of different 
periods of our history are sure to come to light. As early as 1918, Mr, 
Johnston noticed in the JBORS the discovery of a Surya image from 
Baraipura, a village bordering on Birpur. The recent discoveries at 
Birpur conclusively prove that Birpur was contemporaneous with Naulā- 
garh and Jayamanglagarh. і 

The find spot of the present images, Birpur, is bounded on the west by 
Baraipura, on the cast by Birpur proper, on the north by the river i 
Balāna and on the south again by Birpur. Birpur and Baraipurā are 
co-terminus with éach other. About fifty years ago an image of Durga | 
(vide Plate-BRA—2) was discovered but no proper notice of the image 
was taken then. Baraipura is bounded on the north by Jokia and the l 
€ west by the river Balāna - 


and on the east by Birpur. These two villages are very old and ancient 1 
pottery pieces have been collected from these places. 


Биѕагај, hay, Ў 


discovery оп that very 
Birpur and Baraipura, 


were discovered, В. Я 
А * By the tim 
а А ar Оч the 18 hot Mang Qc oit, valuable articles had been removed by 
g err ` 8 Е 
exposed to frequent fooga SBject (Possibly à dog) н site апа examined the poe 
Most of these objects аге nov entific exploration is impossible, Oth S, the A an 
T Missing, е. er sites а й 
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ds of the villages have b 

4005 ошо: ееп levelled 

ihe не py the villagers. A short account of the is pave >: 
is given 


RECENT FINDS 


aul No. Name of the Image 
Nandi in Black- 
stone. It has a fine 
olish, It can be 
taken as one of the 
rare finds. 


BR 1 


BR-2 Dancing Gancía in 
Blackstone. 


BR. 
АЗ Vism (No. 1) in 
Blackstone 


` Description @ Note 


a zi al css The image of 

, does not seem to form a 
part of any big image or any relief but 
an independent one. The face of the 
Nandi is raised upwards. Nandi has 
generally been shown looking upwards in 
sculptures. The present image is of a seated 
Nandi wearing necklaces along with a 
necklace of bells and other ornaments. 
Weighs about thirty maunds. 


Dancing Gancía in the most favourite 
deity and is generally found in all the 
himself or with his 


temples either by 
ghtly called 


parents. Ganeía has been ri 
Siddhidātā, i.e., recoverer of obstacles and 
bestower of success. The Vahana, rat, is 
looking up at his master (as opposed to 
dancing on the rat) accompanied by two 
figures an each side. Herc in the present 
image the Vahana is at the bottom of the 
pedestal. Of the six hands of the God, 
the right one holds the tusk, axe and 
rosary, while the left ones bear rose, 
blue. lotus and а pot of sweetmeet 
into which the trunk of the God is placed. 
The balance and sense of proportion have 
been maintained in the present image. It 
can be favourably compared with the 
Indiaa Museum (Calcutta) image of 
dancing Ganesa (Cf. Plate No. XII in 


History of Benga 
In the present image, the halo and the 
texture and 


Kirtimukha are missing- Stone 
cutting are also slightly different from the 
usual Pala images. The lady on the right 
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side of the image carries a Ghawar M 
images have been found in Bengt uch 


НВ-Т, Plate No, LXVITI-No, 165). (Cr, 
BR-4 Visnu (Nos. 2 and Details are more clear in these two ima 
3) in Blackstone Here the headdress is more clearly пады 
ў and well-designed than іп Visnu No, 1 
which seems to be plain in character, Here 
the Kirtimukha is distinct. The lady di 
the left of the image carries Bina, Tt a 
fact that generally no conformity was 
maintained in tune with the textual Pres- 
cription. These images have some Similarity 
with the Baghaura Visnu image of the time 
of Mahipala. s 


BR-5 Narasimha in The present image is depicted in manners 
Blackstone usually found in other parts of India, 
: The Narasimha images are not so numer- 
ous. The six handed figure has played a 
very important role in the development 
of Indian mythology. Its front pair of hand 
thrust into the entrails of the demon, 
the middle pair taking hold of its head and 
the back pair shown in two poses Abhaya 
and Tarjani. 


BR-6 Navagraha in It seems to have been a part of some 
Blackstone relief. 


BR-7 Lokeévara in Discovered about thirty years ago, now 
Blackstone kept in a small village temple and 
worshipped. 


BR-8 Exploration Party Exploration site.» 


BRA-! Kali Goddess of battle and victory. 


nv Images of Sūrya, Gaņeša, Visņu and other Hindu gods and goddessesin black stone 
des perfect state of preservation at Bheet-Bhagwanpur (Dist. Darbhanga). TWO 
Los thes frames are remarkable. Images incised on these door frames аге marvē p 

Sieta ВЕЕ Point of view, The image of Laksminarayana has the inscription on e 
V). In my recenes been only partially deciphered (Cf, ABORI-XXXV.; TM. Chapter 
ing words of the sent to Bheet Bhagwanpur on May 16, 1959, I tried to read the remain 
by taking свары ai, и їп vain. The archaeological department would oth © 

ins . 

sake of study, preservation of these images is pen an ricum 


i 
[ 


Fic. BR-3— Visnu І (Birpur) 


"1G. BR-5—Narasimha (Birpur) 


Fics. BR-4—Visnu II(a) & II(b) (Birpur) 


Fic, BR-6—Navagraha (Birpur) 


Birpur) 


discovered about 30 years ago 


( 


now installed in a village temple 


Fic. BR-7—Lokesvara 


Fic, BR-8—The site of discovery of the images (Birpur) 


Fic. BRA-1—Nava Durga (Baraipura) 
(discovered about 30 years ago 
and installed in a temple) 


Fic. BRA-2—Kali (Baraipura) 
(discovered about 30 years ago and 
now installed in a temple) 


` 
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a 


` ВВА? Nava Durga She appears in battle armed with dreaded 
weapons. Right hands have clephant 
goad, thunderbolt, chisel, stick mace, 
discus, arrow, sword while the left one 
holds Tarjanī mudrā, the tuft of hair of 


mirror, bell and Migapifa. The composi- 
tion of the image corresponds to the descrip- 
tion of the goddess Nava Durga, given 
in the Bhavisya-Purdpa (Gopinath Rao- 
Hindu Iconography-I (ii)-114-115). 


These images are some of the best specimens of the Pala art and may 
be kept under the Eastern School of medieval Sculpture. Though the 
Palas were Buddhists, they were tolerant and patronised all sects. There 
was no sectarian jealousy. Dharmapala and Vigrahapāla III are credited 
in their official records for maintaining the orthodox social system and 
Nārāyaņapāla is credited in the Bhagalpur grant with having constructed 
Siva temples in Tirhut. The discoveries at Birpur strengthen this point 
of view that the Palas patronised all sects. In the regions of Naulagarh, 
Jayamanglagarh,” Birpur, Balirājagarh, Mahisi, Balbagarhi and other 
places, images of different Hindu gods and goddesses have been discovered 
in large numbers. The Palas made liberal grants to the Brāhmaņas. 
Vaisnavism and Saivism were equally prominent during the period. Had 
that not been the case, there was no need of constructing thousand temples 


Mithila was the home of the learned Brahmanas. All these images were 
possibly preserved in a temple made of bricks and vareigated stones. 
It seems that the temple was destroyed near about the 13th century A.D. 
Since all the images are in a perfect state of preservation, it can be 
suggested that all these images were thrown intentionally in a tank or a 
well when the people of the locality apprehended invasion; 

To me, it seems that about 1290-91 A.D., when Firuz Aitigin, the 


Mahešwārā Inscription (edited by me in the ABORI-1956), he destroyed 
this temple and erected a big mosque near about the area. The Karņātas 
Were then ruling in Tirhut but they were not in a position to measure 
swords with their Muslim counterparts. 

Vaisņavism seems to have been a prominent feature in the Pāla period. 
The discovery of a large number of Visņu images from Bengal and Bihār 
bears testimony to this fact. We have in our Birpur finds three images of 


еа 
re Cf. С. Р. College Bulletin Series Nos. 1 and 2 
Naw B+ К. Choudhary— Insriptions of Bihar’—the Bhagalpur 
atayanapala, 


Copperplate of 


at Makutika grama in Kalagapota of the Kaksa Visaya in Tirabhukti.® : 


demon, shield, bow, flag, kettledrum, * 


€ 


Bengal Governor of Kaikaus, came to this side, as is evident from his j 
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Visnu, one of Narasimha, onc of Varaha (incarnation of Visnu) at Jaya, | 
manglagarh and one of Visnu at Naulagarh. The development of thi, | 
system had a hand in the growth of the avalāra theory and the Palas Were 
aware of it. Though the systematisation of the theory of Avatāra took 
place in the Bhaguatapurana, the Pala inscriptions refer to several avalaras 
like Varaha, Narasimha, Vāmana and Parašurāma. Jayadeva mentions 
the ten avatāras. Thus the Pala records speak of both the system which 
prevailed in eastern India in those days. The respect for Nandi seers 
to have been great and its worship indicates that even the Vahanas had a 
place in the religious set-up. The Bull had a respectable position and 
we learn from the Panchobh-Copperplate of Sarngramagupta that the Bull 
was the insignia of that family, because Sarhgramagupta himself was а 
devout worshipper of Māhešwara. The images of Birpur and Baraipura 
show that almost all the sects, prevalent during the Pala period, were 
known to the people of this area. If thoroughly explored and excavated, 
these regions will yield sufficient material for the reconstruction of the 
political and cultural history of North Bihar. 


III 


Punchmarked Coins from Patuaha (Saharsa) and 
Bahera (Darbhanga) 


In course of our search for objects of antiguarian value, we came to 
learn of the discovery of a hoard of coins at Patuāhā in the district of 
Saharsa. Patuāhā is situated on the bank of one of the dead channels of 
the river Tilāwe (a branch of Košī) in the district of Saharsa. The village 
was formerly known as Kumhara and the name Patuāhā is a recent one. 
Various brick-structures were unearthed during the last fifty years and 
along with them some coins were also noticed. The village has 
been subjected to devastations of the Košī and hence nothing could be 
preserved intact. 

The present coins (vide Plate— PAC) were discovered in the wake 
of the construction of a new macadamised road running from Saharsa 
to Madhipura. The labourers, while digging the earth in May-June 
1958, found an earthen pot and when they came to learn that the said pot 
contained silver coins, all of them fell out and the pot was broken to pieces- 
о (Phakņā) is preserved. It is round-shaped and is about 
I ree d жены pot was found on the highland. In this AI 
preserve ўна на i i ees iv! Palle e 
and Professor šā i vi and Панка [iof shama ati 
made frantic efforts (s прата Jha of Madhipura College. All en о 

Procure these coins for me. Most of the coins 


the pot were melted awa : be 
y and sold could 
procured with great difficulty. натара 
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Punchmarked coins have been discovered in different parts of Bihar. 
In North Bihar, a big hoard of punchmarked coins was discovercd from 
mea. Such coins have come to light from Lauriyā Nandangarh, 
(Champaran), Ašurgarh'ē (Darbhanga), Golakhpur (Patna) and a 
4 ler hoard of 58 coins from Gorhoghāt (Saharsa) and few coins from 
Jayamanglagarh'" and Baherā (vide—lst two coins of the plate). The 
` brevalence of the punchmarked coins in such a large scale in Bihar is a 
` remarkable feature and it helps us in ascertaining some fundamental 
| issues of our economic history of the time. The arrangement for the issue 
- of these coinage must have been in the hands of the then governments 
“апа our point of view stands testified by Kautilya who refers to 
| Laksņādhyaksa. 
Both Cunningham?’ and Dr. D. R. Bhaņdārkar!$ have discussed the 
guestion of the system of weights of the punchmarked coins. Mr. Hemmy 
` has shown that the punchmarked coins agree with the indigenous Indus 
- system of weights.!? The weight was generally known as the Rati standard 
` and Manu holds that the standard weight should be 32 ratis or 58.50 
- grains? The full weight of the coin is not represented by any coin 
of the Purnea hoard which ranges from 38.5 to 55.8 grains. The 
Gorhodih coins do not weigh more than 53 grains. Kausambi believes 
that the varying weights probably ‘indicated the characteristic of the 
minting technique.” It seems plausible to suggest that reduction in 
weights was due to the debasement of coinage necessitated by economic 
exigencies. 
All authorities agree that the punchmarked coins are the oldest indi- 
genous currency of India. The copper coins were cast as early as the 5th 


century В.С. Nearchus holds that the Indians used only cast bronze but 


not hammered.** The casting of coins was a very early and ancient practice 
anonymous and they belong to 


in India. The punchmarked coins are 
a period ranging from the fifth century В.С. to the second century B.C. 


Rapson believed in the independent origin of the punchmarked coinage.” 
Mr. Walsh held that this coinage had been in existence long before the 
time of the Buddha since they are called Purana in the Jatakas.* Cun- 
ningham believed that the punchmarked coins were certainly current 


in the time of the Buddha.” 


~ smal 


и MASI No. 62. 
Er JBORS XXV. pp. 55-57 
x G. D. College Bulletin Series No. 2 
is Coins of Ancient India. 
^ Lectures on Ancient Indian Numismatics 
з» JRAS (1937) pp. 1-26 
Manu VIII. 132 
21 D, D. Kosambi, An introduction to the study of Indian history 
33 Strabo, XV. C. 716 
з JRAS 1895 р. 869. 
2 JBORS—V. 22. 
* Coins of India, 43. 
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In the present state of our knowledge it is difficult ү ha 
where these coins were minted, Punchmarked coins are , 
no names are affixed thercon except few marks or signs, The « "US and 
the Nandipāda marks on the Golakhpur coins also accur zi 
Mauryan coins from Taxilā and elsewhere.?? Marks No. 
of the Gorhoghāt coins, “consists, in its complete form, of a cent 
boss with a crescent on either side and what appears to bea dou 
arrowhead above and below.”?? With regard to this mark, Cunn; 

се 5 : е ingha 
says— "Where only stamp is found on the reverse, it might posibl m 

. е > . b 
peculiar symbol of the place of issue.”?8 Dr. Banerjee-Sastri believed th à 
the Taxila mark did not occur on any of the pre-Mauryan sli. 

; " ed 
coins of Golakhpur.? The Gorhoghat coins are of a later class and be. 
long to the Mauryan period while Walsh considers that they were consider. 
ably anterior to the Nandas.? Many of the Gorhoghat coins are die- 
struck and are later than Golakhpur coins. The Purnea hoard coins are 
of six different shapes and sizes.?! 

Though a hoard was discovered at Patuāhā, only seven could be pro- 
cured. These coins, either, must have formed a part of deposit of coin 
collectors or of such persons who might have kept them as a family deposit. 
Regarding the different marks, it has been held that the marks were 
stamped at the same time by different punches by the authority issuing 
them.?? I am very much obliged to my friend Professor А. P. Chaturvedi, 
Head of the Department of Chemistry, G. D. College, Begusarai, who 
has spared no pains in washing these coins and in examining their chemical 
contents and size. To my collegue, Professor M. C. P. Srivastava, I owea 
word of gratitude as he has drawn up the sketches appended below. 
These coins are of pure silver. Some of them are blurred and do not admit 
of verification. A coin is characterised by its fabric, alloy and the legend. 

. On the basis of Kosambi’s analysis of various marks, these Patuaha and 
Baherā coins can be studied as follows (Cf. JBB RAS 1948-49, pp. 44-47). 
(1) Coins Nos. 1 and 2 (Bahera) belong to the time of Dasaratha. 
(2) Coins Nos. 3 and 4 do not admit of any verification as they are 
completely blurred and illegible. No. 2 is blurred. 
(3) Coin No. 5 may be assigned to the period of Bindusara or Ašoka. 
(4) Coin No. 6 may be assigned to the reign of Dasaratha. 
(5) Coin No. 7 may be assigned to the period of the Nandas. = 
(6) Coins Nos. 8 and 9 may be tentatively assigned to the репо 
of the Nandas and the Mauryas. 


tai 
55 and Аў 


га] circul, : 
А 
bled bathed 


з JBORS, XXV. р. 5 

27 Ibid. У. 469 

28 Coins of India. 56 

2 JBORS XXV. 7 

30 7RAS. 1937. pp. 303-4, 
31 MASI, No. 62. p. iii. 
22 JRAS. 1937. pp. 1-26 
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й These coins show tolerably good workmans | 


4 а hip. There is a lack of the 
uniformity of thickness, They 


are of different variety, 


IV 
New discoveries from Jayamanglagarh 


= Jayamanglagarh has escaped the detective e 
The details about the site were published by me in 1952 (vide- G. D. 
- College Bulletin Series No. 2). It is situated at a distance of twelve miles 


- north of Begusarai. In our exploration of the site on April 18, 1958, I was 
_ fortunate enough to find the rim of a broken у 
- from a depth of 20’. 


yes of the archacologists, 


essel which possibly came 

It appears that vessel was wheel-thrown and baked 

under proper heat. The main purpose of our visit on the 19th April, 1958, 

| was to examine the finds, discovered in connection with the renovation of J 
“а tank under the Hard Manual Scheme of the Government. The tank is Nc 
_ about 300' long and 100’ wide. The western bank of the tank cuts through 

_ the outer wall of the settlement site. Three rows of wooden posts, five 

_ posts in each row and each post at a distance of 74', are to be scen in the 

middle of the tank. Two outer posts, one in the left and other in the rear 

_ аге also visible. 

| Tome, it seems that these posts are the remnants of an ancient bridge. 
_ It was constructed probably to connect the settlement site with the stüpa in 
the north-east. My view was tentatively supported by Dr. K. C. Panigrahi 
- who visited the site on July 6, 1958. Dr. R. S. Sharma also hinted the 
possibility of a bridge when he visited the site on April 19, 1958, Naturally 
- If these posts be taken as remnants of an ancient bridge, it would prove a 
_ unique discovery in the history of Indian archaeology. My archaeologist 
friend Dr. R. C. P. Singh informs me that so far no remains ofany ancient 
bridge have been found throughout this sub-continent. 

Our second trip to Jayamanglagarh was organised on the 6th July 
1958, when Dr. K. C. Panigrahi, Superintendent of Archaeology, Mid- 
castern circle, Patna, visited the site. Besides the staff of Dr. Panigrahi 
and the writer of these lines, Prof. K. S. Karamshil, Head of the Depart- 
ment of Political Science, G. D. College, Begusaria, also accompanied us, 
The whole site was surveyed for about three hours and we discovered 
pieces of JV. B, P, » grey ware and various potsherds including one belonging 
to the Mughal period. The remnants of bridge seemed to be very promi- 
nent during our second visit in July. It was for the first time that we also 
visited the four adjacent mounds. These mounds are in a perfect state of 
Preservation and looked like the Vedic burial mounds of Champaran. In 
April, 1959, Dr, Altekar also visited Jayamanglagarh and he also 
collected some pieces of grey ware. 

Our first exploration in April yielded the following finds : 
(1) Terracotta Ram (Vide Plate—JMG—No. 4). 
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TS і. 
(2) Potteries (Vide Plate—JMG—No. 5). 
(3) Carved Pillar (Vide Plate—JMG—No, 6), 
—No. I—gives the general view of m 

™ аа ° ü à Я Jayamaiglāgaj, 
(5) JMG—No. 2—is the sitc-plan. 
(6) JMG—No. 3—The exploration party which visited the sit 

19-4-1958. "Recon 


V 


Exploration of Bangaon-Mahisi (Saharsā) 


In the month of March 1958, the writer of these lines accompanied by 
Professor A. Kumar of G. D. College and Professor Chandramohan 
Khan of Katihàr College visited Bangaon-Mahisi and explored the site; 
for two days. Bangaon is well-known to the scholars of ancient Indian 
history by the famous Bangaon copperplate of Vigrahapāla ITI and to 
the scholars of Hindi for being the residence of Laksminatha Gossāin 
(1777-1862) and Mr. John (1769-1846). Lakshmīnātha Gossāin has 
made definite contribution towards the development of Hindi poetry, 
Mahisi is considered to be the village-home of the renowned philosopher 
Mandana Misra. 

Mahisi is about nine miles west of Saharsa Junction on the North- 
eastern Railway. Tradition associates Mandana Misra with Mahisi. Un- 
doubtedly Mahisi is one of the important archaeological sites of Bihar, 
hitherto unexplored and now completely ravaged by Bihar's “river of 
sorrow”. The discoveries in and around Mahisi will convince even a lay- 
man that it is one of the oldest sites of this state. In the early years of the 
present century, some punchmarked coins were discovered from Gorho- 
ghat and in 1950, the Bangaon copperplate was discovered. At Kandāhā, 
there is a sun temple, the door frame of which bears the inscription of the 
Oinwara king Narasimhadeva (7BORS—XX.). Near about Mahisi 5 
the Baneswara Sivalinga, said to be installed by the demon king Bana. 
Mahisi is situated on the bank of river Dhemurā, a tributary of Koši 
(cf—my article in the SPARK, Jan. 26, 1956). 

At present there are a brick temple and two small huts in which the 
image of Tara and other broken inscribed images of the Pala period are 
housed. In the brick temple, there are images of Tārā, Nilasarasvat! 
and Ekjalā. Statues of Bhairava, Gaņeša, Sarasvatī and Parvati are kept 
on the verandah. In the two small thatched huts are kept the imag : 
Laksmīnārāyaņa, Tripurāsundari, Sitalā and there are some broken 
specimens of relief, There is also an image of Taranatha. Besides men 
there are six Kundas, viz., Tarakunda, Tarakanchukikunda, уай 
kunda, Gautamakunda, Akshobhyakunda and Manasarovarakund? 
These Kundas are known to us from the book “Chinacharatantra” (now 
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Fic. JM G-2—Site showing the tank where the remains of a bridge have been found 


Fic. JMG-3—The exploration party (19.4.58) standing in the tank where 

wooden posts (remnants of bridge) are visible. Principal 5. N. Singh, Profs. R. К. 

Chaudhary, A. Kumar, А. К. Sinha, Drs. Maharajkumar Raghubir Singh, 
R. S. Sharma and Upendra Thakur are seen in the picture 


Fic. JMG-4—Terracotta (Ram) from Jaimangla Garh 


Гіс. JMG-5—Potteries from Jaimangla багі ( 


Fic. JMG-6—Carved Pillar at Jaimangla Garh 
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aa the Raj Library, Darbhanga). The details about the Kund 
Cundas are 


атаў MA, Gre ч fei 
ече ъч, kaaa | 
aa «ЧЇЧ запі TOT жч | 
Ma Were enfe атт 
збе TTT ага зіч а: | 
сач зак чат ater заа 
лата TOUT TT ая FF di 


Greater portions of the region of Mahisi have been destroyed 
b the Kosi. The tradition, is that Daksa performed a шылды 
which ncither Siva nor Parvati was invited. Sati (Parvati) went 
here of her own accord and she came to know of the insult of 
her husband. She jumped into the yajiakunda. Siva came to know 
f it, and immediately hurried to the place and lifted the dead body of 
бай. Siva got irritated and to prevent Siva, Visnu proceeded with his 
дата and began to cut down parts of the dead body. The eyes of Sati 
fell in Mahisi and since then it became an important centre of the Tantric 
worship in Mithila. Another tradition is that Vasistha brought Sakli 
from China and placed her at Mahisi which was the den of the Asuras. 
Local tradition believes that it was the capital of Asura king, Mahisasura, 
and Mahisi is named after him. It was Padmavati (Queen of Maharaja 
Narendra Singh of Darbhanga) who established the present temple 
there. She hailed from Mahisi. Mithila, since time-immemorial, has been 
the centre of Tantric cult. It has been held by Mr-R. Р. Chanda that the 
«Šakti cult was revealed in Gauda, popularised by the Maithilas, here 
and there prevails in Maharastra and has disappeared in Gujerat.” 
(Indo-Aryan Races). The Devimahatmya in the Markandeya Purana describes 
Durgā in the following words—‘‘The energy of Siva was on her face, 
Yama’s power was in her hair, in her arms lay Visnu’s strength, her breasts 
were like unto the moon, her waist had the vigour of Indra, and her legs 
and thighs, the speed of Varuna...” Nilasarasvati of Mahisi may be 
identified with the Tantric deity Mahünilasarasvali. about whom we have 
à veiled reference in an inscription of Nayapala found at Gaya (vide 
R. К, Choudhary—Jnscriptions—P. 74--зе чча"). Tāntricism re- 
ow a particular phase of personal religion. 

lien Mithilamahatmya throws some light on Mahisi—There wasa кез 

rai in Міыа- зпіаазеязатэ ете січас. 27). : xa 

Mu to Mandanatirtha aa TTT TT | 

(P. 9) аа with Tantricisim is very old. We read in the а ppm 

hotnot ATaTat чала яга Замах. D.C. Sircar suggests 1n 

e of the above work “А. М. suggests another reading—farctarat ara 
й зах: which refers to таго РАТАТ apad 378 
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maÂ” (Р. 65). Mahisi’s Тага is, known аз Ugralārā. Thc origin of 
Maithila Tantricism may be traced to this place. Mahisi is said to þe a 
Siddhapitha. The Kubjikātantra cnumcratcs Māhismati as onc of the 


Siddhapithas— 
анат fare da «ят UA 
атча Aga ча ати Trae 


— If Šankarāchārya's disputation with Mandana of Mithila or Mahisi 
be accepted as correct, we can safely say that Mahisi is at least as old as 
the 7th century A.D. Mr. K. T. Telang has tried to prove that Sankara- 
charya was a contemporary of king Pürnavarman of Magadha (7.4.— 
XIII, 96 ff.). In the Sankarabhasya on the Vedēntasūtra II. 1, 17, weread— 


як Зччч: че? беч тада efe dni алчачжя IEEE 
эта IGA TATA RM: 

afa IMA чеп MA aa iii E a P 
Telang says—‘‘a king of that name mentioned by Hiuentsang was 
ruling at Magadha (also Cf. ASR—I. 7; III. 135). Sankara was at Benares 
before and immediately after he actually wrote his Bhasya ([A—XIII. 
97). . . the passages in his Bhasya refer to places to the north of the 
Vindhyas (Cf. his Bhasya on the Brhadéranyaka Upanisad рр. 719-901) 
. . . Bhāsya was written after the coronation of Pūrņavarmana. Sankara 
was an eye-witness of Kumārila Bhatta’s selfimmolation” (P. 100). 
Seventh century A.D., though politically decadent, was an age of intel- 
lectual giants. Galaxy of scholars in eastern India graced the scene of 
cultural horizon. Bana, Мауйга, Dandi, Mandana and Sankara may be 
taken as contemporaries (Cf. JA—I. 299). 

Some important pottery pieces and bricks of Mahisi bear testimony to 
the fact that it is an ancient site and it must have been a seat of learning 
in the days of yore. The surrounding areas of Mahisi are also important. 
The territory of Mahisi stands well defined in a folk-song— 


зас тч FETT зГя HTT TTT 
ya art тт facta ferr яз efor | 
There is a temple of Aditya at Kandāhā. In the Bhavisyapurapa, there 
is a chapter on the method of worshipping the sun. Kandaha inscription 
of Narasimhadeva has been referred to above. The story runs that in 
ancient time, the priest stealthily took away the oil, meant for the Puja 
and he was cursed. On the north side of the temple there is a village called 
Telahara (village of oil thiefs). How and when this temple came to be 
established is not definitely known. From the inscription on the door 
frame, it can be presumed that Narasirnhadeva Oinwara possibly cons- 
tructed this temple. Three miles east of Kandaha is the temple of Banes- 
wara. Mahadeva in Devanagopāl.' Tradition attributes this Linga to 
Bandusra. The most important point to be noted, in this‘ cónnection, is 


MI-1—Image of Тага (Mahisi) MI-2—Full view of Tara Temple 
(Mahisi) 
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MI-3—Images within the hut MI-4—The place said to be the 
(Mahisi) residence of Mandana Misra (Mahisi) 


MI-5—The Brick Temple (Mahisi) 


MI-7—Tarakafichuki and Vasistha * 
Kundas (Mahisi) MI-8—Manasarovara Kunda 


MI-9—Gautama Kunda and 
Aksobhya Kunda MI-10—Tārā Kunda (Mahisi) 
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at Тага, Bhavāditya and Bāņešvara arc established on triangular 
Sinis (Prset) which definitely indicates the Tantric importance of the 
Erin of Mahisi. Tradition is preserved in the following folk song— 


мат матї šamam wea 


БЕШП (Bangaon) алі Ент 
чч Ad ато gt 

“Оп the western side of the Kandaha temple there is a temple of Bana- 
- durgā. This is identified with Banadurgā of the Gayatripatala. Though the 
statue has been destroyed, only two feet are left. On the Jaladhari, there is 
“а mouth of crocodile carved out of a black stone. Five miles north-west 
of Kandaha is Devanban Mahadeva, considered to be very sacred by the 
local people.” 


- MAHISI PLATES: 


(1) MI—No, 1—Image of Tara. 

(2) MI—No. 2—Full view of the temple of Tara 
(3) MI—No. 3—Images in the hut 

` (4) MI—No. 4—Place of Mandano Mitra 

(5) MI—No. 5—Brick temple 

(6) MI—No. 6—Door frame in Blackstone 

(7) MI—No. 7—Vašisthakuņda 

(8) MI—No. 8—Mānasarawarakuņda 

(9) MI—No. 9—Aksobhya and Gautama Kuņda 

(10) MI—No. 10—Tārākuņda 
(11) Plan of Mahisi 


KEY TO THE PLATES 


(1) BE—Bahera Excavations 
(2) BR—Birpur 

yi ioe 

ji —Jayamanglagarh 
| мані а 

(6) PAC—Patuāha Coins 


з 


Sita, AagemPpared with Punaura (Dist: Muzaffarpur), said to be the birth place of 
1959, 1 SS yet a better site for archaeological exploration and excavation. In February 
Portance sited Punaura with a view to assessing its historical and archaeological im- 
аге all ср. Шаша, as it is today, does not seem to be very old. Temples and images are 
alleged „Cent origin. No pottery or broken sherds or pieces are available. The oldest 
ine ı Can not be pushed beyond few centuries. Excavations may reveal to us 

of Sita W but there is no prima-face evidence to infer that Punaura was the birth place 
„ve have to reserve our comments till excavators’ spades bring something new to 
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